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O you who believe! let not your wealth, or your children, divert you from the

remembrance of Allah; and whoever does that, these are the losers. (63:9)

—n\
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saww

Prophet said: “Our children are part of our souls; but the little ones are as if they are our
rulers,'and grown up among them are like our enemies; if they live on they put us into troubles,

but if they die they make us sad and in despair.”
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saww

Prophet said: “There are five people who still get rewards transferred into their accounts
after leaving the World,;

(1) One who planted a tree,

(2) One who dug a well,

(3) One who built a masijid,

(4) One who wrote down Quran,

(5) One who left a pious son behind. *

' They insist as they like and we cannot convince them so we have no other option but to fulfil their needs,
otherW|se they just cry.

Jama-ul Akhbar, ch. Oulad, 62, pp. 181. 64 170 15  Jiluld jxiue

* Ibid, also 230 : o= 12 : z Jilu sl i
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Once Rasool Allah®*"" looked at the children and said: “Curse be upon the parents of future
time on behalf of their children. The companions asked: “Will they be among the non-

believers?” Prophet®""

said: “No, they will be among the believers, but they wil not recognise
their duties towards their children. When they will educate their children they would go for the
Worldly education as against the religious one. And they will be happy for them to gain little

worth (by gaining knowledge of the world as opposed to the bounties of the Hereafter). | have

disowned them since they have disobeyed me.* (for their part).

-
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asws

| asked: when shall a boy start fasting? Imam replied when he gains enough strength to

withstand it.°

Upbringing Children:
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Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®"®

said, leave your child to play for first seven years (Hijri calendar which
will be about 6 years and 7 months A.C), then teach him manners during the next seven years,

then keep him in your company for the next seven years. Thus if he turn out to be decent and

|b|d pp. 183. also 165 : = 15 : z Jiuslied i
°125: =4 1z A< H. 3.
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successful person then its good (for you), otherwise he belongs to those who do not have any

merits and decency in their nature.

And Amir-ul-Momaneen®"*

said, bring your child up for seven years, teach him etiquettes for
the next seven years. He will gain height until 23 years and broaden wisdom until he reaches

35 and the rest (of his improvement) will all depend on experience.®
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Imam Al said: A mother should stop sleeping with her daughter when she becomes 6

years’ old; otherwise it will be a kind of ‘Zinah’’

P L e et 2oe Regs a5F
Oy S o ladll 3 QUL G 858 &1 () 3

=

vm
©
—w\

@& 155713 plally Bl 226 G NV 5;@&&3;0&&;;3&\03\&@\5;&@5:\%7@3
Igplasl Eall 5 fadaddl 2221 030 26T 5T 2 w}i{\j;@\w&\ugubﬂﬂ\rww\y\b\ cw

Iyl a2 4E 136 a2 1 B0 & G 2 14815 205, 19345 4 )u@}@@u}

Imam Abi Abdullah®"* said: We ask our children to fast upon reaching the age of 7 so that
little ones may fast as long as their strength would permit them (before breaking it). Thus, you
should also ask the same from your children when they are 9 years’ old and let them terminate

their fast after finding it difficult to manage, due to thirst.®

6 2494 1 (=3 : ¢ il jma V0w, tradition 4743 and 4746.
Manla YahzarulFagqih, tradition 4505.
Manla YahzarulFagqih, tradition 4508.
°125: 24" z S8 H 1
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Both father and son have rights on each other; the right of the Father is that his son should
obey him in every aspect in life, with the exception of those commands which would displease
Allah®". Whereas the rights of the son on his father are to give him a good name upon birth,

teach him the Holy Quran and good manners.*°
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Amir-ul-Momaneen®"“*®

told one of his companions, ‘listen, never get too involved in the affairs
of your dependents because if they love Allah®" then firmly believe that He®®" will Save them
from devastation but if they are among the enemies of Allah®"! then why should you worry

about your Lord’s enemies?**
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asws

Abdullah bin Fazala has narrated from Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq who reported on his father

asws

Imam Mohammed Bagqir that when your child reaches the age of three years then ask

him/her to say ‘& 3} &) ¥ ¥ seven times. Then wait until the time when he/she reaches the

age of three years, seven months and twenty days and ask him/her to recite ‘A gy Taa’

0546 - o= 4e3li=gs, Saying no. 399
11536 : 4= 42l saying no. 352.
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seven times and then wait until he/she reaches the age of four, then ask him/her to recite

WT 5 Lasa e A &o’ seven times. After that wait until he/she reaches age of five, then ask

him/her which one is his/her right hand and which one is his/her left hand, if the child has
begun to recognise his/her right and left then ask him/her to perform prostration towards
Kabah. He/she should be left until he/she reaches the age of seven, then he/she should be
asked to wash his/her hands and face and offer salat. He/she should then be left alone until
he/she reaches nine years, then he/she should be taught how to perform ablution (wuzu) and
at this stage he/she should be disciplined to learn ablution and salat and start offering salat.

When he/she would learn ablution and salat, inshaAllah®" will forgive his/her parent.*?
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"Abu Abd Allah®"* has said, ‘A boy can play for seven years, learn how to read and write for

another seven years and learn the lawful and unlawful matters in another seven years.*®

Teaching Children Swimming and Shooting:

;\/*/m\;sijwfwwwducw;w sl JG j@wguwuwwugbw e

>

‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has said that the Rasool Allah®**""' has said, ‘You should teach your

children swimming and sharp shooting.’**
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Imam Abu Abd Allah®"* has said, ‘You should hasten (take an initiative) to teach Hadith to your

children before al-Murjiah (name of a sect) takes control over their mind and belief.*

> Manla YahzarulFagih, tradition 863.
1348 =61z A< H. 3
148:026:¢ AU H. 4
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Imam Abu Abd Allah®"® has said, ‘When boys become ten years’ old, their beds must be

separated from women.’

Asking Chirdren to Offer Salat

°
£
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Imam Abu Abd Allah®"® has said, ‘We®*" instruct children to perform two Salat (prayer)

together, one Salat soon after the other, like Al-Zuhr and Al-Asr, Al-Maghrib and Al-’Isha’ as

long as they have valid Wudu before they get busy.’*°

Kindness to an Orphan:
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Imam Abu Abd Allah®"* has said that Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has said, ‘You must discipline an
orphan as you discipline your own child and deal with him as you would deal with your own

child.”t’

148 : =6z A< H.5
16 . . R

48: =6z S H. 7
1748 : =6z A< H.8
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Appendix: Additional AHadith on the Rights & Belief
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8% says: “You should better know the rights

In a long tradition on ‘Rights’ Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq
of your son, as he will be attached to you for all his good and bad deeds he commits in this
world. Therefore, whatever manner you have taught him, or have helped him in his recognition
and submitting to Allah®**'s Commands, you will be held responsible for it. You must take
these (responsiblities) like that person who knows if he performs well he would be rewarded but

if he behaves badly then he would be punished.”®

619 : U= 2 : z 4didlle jma Vo, H. 3214
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The Five Pillars of Religion:
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asws

Imam Abi Jaffar said: Islam was built on five pillars: the Salat, the Zakat, the Pilgrimage,

the Soam (Fasting) and the Wilayat. Zrara asked: What is more important among these five

asws

pillars? Imam responded: Wilayat is the most important, because it is the soul and His

‘Walli’ are the evidence on them.*®

The Wilayat:

Therefore, fasting, as part of worshiping, will only be beneficial, if one understands the essence
of Wilayat and strives sincerely to comply with its obligations. Let’s briefly review the meanings
of Wilayat and how to fulfil its requirements so that all our deeds are accepted. In Tafseer-e-
Namoona?® the meanings of Wilayat are: guardianship in meeting all needs; absolute authority
over religious as well as temporal affairs and the govern ship, these three aspects, which

h azwjs

encompass all physical and spiritual aspects of Alla S created species. In accordance to

the famous Quranic Verse:

(5:55) S5aSTh abs 8531 &5 8Uall Osandh Gl 14587 iy &gy Al 1805 )

The Wilayat, of Allah®®", Rasool*®" and Amir-ul-Momineen Ali#*"® |bn Abi Talib®"* (who gave
y

Zakat in Rakku) is of the same value and nature and will have the same obligations on us, as

91910221z &< H. 5
20 Pp. 39, Fazal Abbas Nagvi.
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Mola Ali**"® says: My Wilayat is the Wilayat of Allah®" and all Prophets® pledged to our

Wilayat, as part of the major requirement for their qualification.”*

asws

Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq guoted the following Verse from Quran in reply to a question about

those who were following false Imams, the ones which were not selected by Allah®".

S o8 o e Sl (AU 1938 iy Hedt ) S Ge fh A 15T Gl (5 A

(2:257) D56 gd ob L Soelal Sl otallal
Allah is the guardian and Wali of those who believe in Him and will bring them to the
Light from the darkness. And those who disbelieve (Kafirs), their wali are Tagoot
(Shiateen) who bring them out of Light into darkness. These are inmates of the hell fire

and therein shall they abide. (2:257)

The narrator asked, Does Allah®" not refer to ‘Kafirs’ by Saying ‘Wallazina Kafaru’? Imam?®"

replied, a kafir will not have any Noor while in the state of ‘Kufr’, which Allah®" will take away

h azwj

and shepherd him to darkness. On the contrary, Alla is addressing those who were

believers and had the Noor of ‘Emaan’ but became ‘Kafir' after following those who were Not
His Divine representatives and, therefore, were cruel and usurpers (of the Haq of

asws

Masomeem®™). And those will loose ‘Emaan’ who submit to Wilayat of these Imams (non-

Divine) and stay in hell for ever.??

2! AlQatara, vol. 2, pp. 64, Amali Mufeed 142, tradition 9, Bihar Volume 100, pp. 262, tradition 15, Amali Tusi, 271,
tradition 19.
?2 Al-Qatara, vol. 2, pp. 78, Alkafi, vol. 1, tradition 3, Bihar vol 23, page 323, tradition 8.
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